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Sunday April 21st was a glorious day onwho could not attend due to distance and

the occasion of the celebration of the schedule conflicts but whose parents were

117th anniversary of the founding of The present to stand for them included, Vincent
The Episcopal ChurchigfisSbpal Church of St. John the Baptist. ~ Stretcher, Dana Bowden, Sylvester Harris lII,
John the Baptist was Ernita Hemmitt. The sister of HezekiahRich-
established April 18, A88&hlight of the anniversary celebration ardson was present and stood in for him as
We seek to maintainwiie the Acolyte Reunion. Acolytes whohe was unable to travel from the Washing-
fullness and richness bbvleserved at St. John the Baptist fromton D.C. are due to business commitments.
Anglican tradition inthies decades of 1950€12000s attended
common life and worskiie teelebration. A reception and open Gregory Chandler who is a pastor at Feed
witness to the Resurredtionsef for acolytes was held in the PinderJesus Sheep Church was the speaker.
Jesus Christ and the goba@riewdall on Saturday evening. Pastor Chandler spoke about how his
about God and life, which is service as an acolyte as a boy served as the
revealed in the Gospellh@eEucharistic service began with abuilding blocks of his Christian service. He
seek to serve the compmgupssion of these acolytes and one pointed to the several acolytes who serve
as a place of hope andifanger and a rededicated to the a life of St. John the Baptist today and related how
and to reach out and @befstian service. As they stood at the altarhis service began in the same wayi and
those who need the emaliliegch acolyte and the verger was pre-highlighted the importance of early Christian
and empowering, the feealimgl with a medallion which had been training in his life.
and forgiving grace of Gorssed by Fr. P:inder.

It was noted during the service that a thank

The reunion acolytes numbered approxi-you was in order for the former acolytes who

mately 20 and included: R.C. Lee, Fredhad contributed funds for the purchase of
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Jones, William Scales, Bobbie Shields,six torches for today's acolytes.
Happy Birthday 2 Russell Warren,. Renard Mitchell, Kenneth
Clark, Jabari Person, Eric Hill, Gregoryollowing the worship service the Vestry
Chandler, Cleve Geer, Richard Hammondshosted a luncheon reception in the Pinder

Episcopal 3 ) .
Counseling Jr ., Ernest OPet e farisBiay. d , and Kari mah
Center Adderly and Leroy Lloyd. Former acolytes
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prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
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oBut the
is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, fidelity,
gentleness, and seHcontrol.
There is no law dealing with
such t hings
Galatians 6:22

Jesus had frequently promised
His disciples that He would
send them another advocate
and counselor. The marvelous
event which accompanied his
arrival were signs of the far
greater grace He produces in
the souls of those who receive
Him. We pray with the church,
0come, O Holy
hearts of they faithful, and
kindle in them the fire of thy
l ove. 0

The Christian life is a life of
growth, of becoming more like
Jesus Christfi and this is the

work of the Holy Spirit. In the
words from the Book of Com-

har v elappeno f

S pi ggnteness and self control.
As we try to live our lives
God calls for absolute hon- following Christ these
esty. We, here at St. John the changes begin to happen.
Baptist parish church family, The Holy Spirit begins to
gag/e to {eq{netg l%e_ Iaonest also work.
with ourselves. As Christians The fruits of the Spirit do
we know that we are commit- not come by simply gritting
ted to a way of life, in which our teeth and trying grimly
the standard is very high. to change for the better.
Yes, we accept this of course, They can only happen when

. . you and | stop relying on
but the simple fact is that we ourselves and realize that

cannot attain this in a mo- a5 we try to follow the way
ment. It takes time. We can of Jesus Christ, that is to
accept some things with our love Him. It will be the Holy

head, and yet our feelings Spirit of God who will work
remain different. in each of us and bring all

Spirict D hese lovely things which
We pdo not alow the Holy ar€ the true harvest of the
Spirit to work through us and SPirt. Now we can find
we feel very unhappy. WE the courage to face the real-

hould. for inst b ity of ourselves as we are,
should, Tor instance, b€ pa- anq our desire to be and

tient and yet we are hasty pecome what He would
and quick tempered, and have each of us to be and
want to have our own way. have the quiet confidence
Oh, yes,
happen in a moment. Indeed 9radually work in each of

t he

mon Prayer, we pray at Confir- it can only begin to happen us

mati on, w e
crease i n
more and mor e.

the acceptance of Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior, is like a
new birth, a new beginning. It
is described as such in the
New Testament. But, birth is
only the beginning. A child
must grow and develop and be
taught and trained and edu-
cated. The process of achiev-
ing maturity is a long one.
some never attain in the span
of their lifetime. It is the same
with Christian life, and God
provides through the church
the sphere in which it is to

THE FORERUNNER

a r ewhean ave abedreadyl toy admitniTe have a character that is
Go d éqaite Hmdlyythe 8y iposi- tmarked by all the gifts of
dion of@arrowrefailsréscand,

the Spirit might well seem
utterly out of the range of
possibilities for us. We
might hope to achieve one
or two of these virtues, but
should never aspire to
more.  The harvest of the
Spirit includes them all and
the body of the church
through each of our individ-
ual gifts may include them
al |l And so
will work in us and the har-
vest of Godods
St. John the Baptist will be
plentiful.

imperfections. And then the
holy vibrations begin to do
their work. We cannot at this
stage of our Christian journey
help our own condition but
God accepts us as we are.
He loves us for what we are
ourselves.

Hear me good church! We
know that our lives and char-
acters are very far from
diplaying those lovely virtues
of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, fidelity

Fr. Pinder

t het hdaHan@®@d Ocsanfdal y

God
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EPISCOPAL
COUNSELING CENTER

The St. John the Baptist is now a
satellite office of the Episcopal
Counseling Center.
May 7th, the first clients were
seen. This culminated a process
which began a few months ago
when Dr. Marcia Flagler re-
guested Vestry approval to deter-
mine the feasibility of providing
counseling services at St. John.

Fr. Jim Sorvillo serves as Executive venson, Jr. Warden worked wit

Director of the counseling service
and when contacted gave ap-
proval to moving forward on this
plan. A initial meeting was held
with Dale D. Eshleman of the staff
of ECC and the Vestry committee
which included Faye Henderson
and Krisita Jackson and Dr. Flag-
ler. She answered and asked
many questions and surveyed our
site for feasibility.

We are fortunate to have as mem-
bers of our church licensed
mental health professionals to
staff our office. It is them who
recognized the need for counsel-
ing services here in our

Church should be a place

their struggles, what they do for work
church and those personal relationships

+

ust

other
the answer given by a former pastor of a mega church who left his job and
its success. Our church family at St. John the Baptist has what others are
seeking .. .many of us we have worshipped together for years, watched

are |

On Tuesday, locations and meet with other
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The Episcopal Counseling Cente

opened it's doors in 1979,

through the help of the Episco-
pal Diocese of Central Florida. It
is a notfor-profit private practice

whose mission is to provide the
highest quality of mental health
services to all people, within the
Church as well as the commu-
nity-atdarge. The therapists are
all committed Christians, active
in the life of their local church

and are professionally licensed
or in the process of licensure in
the State of Florida. They bring
to their work a spiritual commit-
ment as well as dedication to
the highest professional and
ethical standards.

community for many who can
not or would not travel to other

counselors to get help. The EC(
will benefit from specialties they
practice previously not have
available on its staff.

Their licenses and other profes
sional documents were submit-
ted and approved. Freddie Ste

the team to rearrange space in
the now multipurpose room in-
cluding adding a desk and book:
shelves and secure storage fo
the counseling center. All ad
ministration of the site including
client scheduling, insurance
and billing will be handled at the
main office.

Satellite Office Hours

Tuesdays & Thursdays
5P 8P

We are proud that Dr. Marcia .
P Wednesday mornings

Flagler, Dr. John Robertson anc
Miriam Henry have stepped up
to help build and carry out this
ministry to the church at St.
John the Baptist. Their work wil
help provide a badly needed
source of help to our community

Other times available on a case
by case basis by appointment

WHAT IS CHURCH
where people know each other, their children,
tand knowing weach
+ an intimate knowing of each
to the samg

not possi bl e
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